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54 College Street, Providence, Providence County, 
Rhode Island. 

Plat 12, Lot 218; 39 College Street in 1854 

Present Owner:    Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island 

Present Occupant: Brown University Music Department 

Present Use: Classrooms, practice rooms and offices for 
Brown University Music Department 

Brief Statement   This is an example of a large frame house, en- 
of Significance:  larged and altered several times, but characteristic 

of the 1850's in its general exterior appearance 
and detail. 
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PART I. HISTORXCAX INFORMATION 

A. Physical History 

1. Original and subsequent owners: 

1782 Oliver Bowen sells for 300E lawful silver money 
to Jabea Bowen a certain lot of land containing 
1-lA acres with a Dwelling House Bound: S by College 
Street; W "by Benefit Street; N by Fenner and N 
Waterman; E by gardens of President Manning, and 
is part of the estate descended to me by the last 
will and testament of my honored Uncle Daniel 
Abbott, dec. . . .Deed Boole 21, page 331, in 
Providence City Hall, 

1798 CHACE places land here of Jabez Bowen. 

1816 WILL of Jahez Bowen:. . "also to Sarah B, Mary, 
and John D. Bowen children of my son Oliver, the 
remainder of the land not before given away on 
College Street, to bound E/ly on my son Henry's 
lot, , . Wills Book 12, page 12, in Providence 
City Hall. 

1820 Sarah Bowen sells for $1500 to John Whipple 1 full 
undivided moiety in a certain lot of land bound: 
S by College Street 329'; E by Henry Bowen 125'; 
N by Earl Pearce and Nathaniel Waterman: W by 
Benefit Street. . .it being the same devised to 
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me et al by our grandfather Jabez Bowen. . . 
Deed Book 44, page 145, in Providence City Hall. 

1820 Whereas Sarah B Bowen conveyed to John Whipple 
her one undivided moiety in a certain lot of land, 
the General Assembly consents to the division of 
the said lot of land between Mary D Bowen owner 
of the other 1/2 part in equal moiety 3d est: A 
line to be drawn N and 5 at right angles to College 
Street and parallel to the E boundary, John Whipple 
to get all the property E of said line being 210' 
on College Street and Mary Bowen to get the re- 
mainder. . , .Deed Book 42, page 591, in Providence 
City Hall, 

1320 FIRE RECORD: John Whipple, self occupied. . .wood 
. .40' in front and 38f front to rear, . .2 stories 
high in front and same in rear, having v/ash room 
adjoining in rear 301x20'. .1 story high. . .of 
wood. Barn on same lot. . . Mss, fire insurance 
records of the Providence Mutual Insuranc©Company 
at the Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, 
Rhode Island, Vol 6, policy #1981. 

1824 John Whipple lived here. . . Providence Directory. 

1859 John Whipple sells for $26,000 to William S Slater 
a certain lot of land bounded; S by College Street 
140{; W by William J King 120'; M by 140'; E 
by Rebecca Bowen 1201 . . .Deed Book 154, page 214, 
in Providence City Hall. 

1895 ffetgage: John W. Slater mortgages property to 
Frederick W Seabury. , .Deed Book 177, page 389', 
in Providence City Hall. 

1900 John W. Slater sells for $10,000 to the Smithfield 
Land Co., a lot of land on College Street being 
lot conveyed to said J W Slater by deed from mort- 
gage of Frederick W. Seabury in 1895, together 
with all buildings and improvements. . . Deed Book 
433, in Providence City Hall. 

1904 Property taxed to Alpha Delta Phi Association 

1944 Property taxed to Brown University 

Date of erection: The house in its present form 
probably dates from between 1853 and 1859. The 
house may incorporate parts of the two-story house 
described in the 1820 fire record, although the two- 
story wood mantels on the first floor fireplaces r 
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are the only features that would seem to date from that 
period. The facade, in its overall arrangement and pro- 
portions as well as in its detail, is so similar to 
Thomas Tefft's designs for the Tully Bowen House, 389 
Benefit Street, Providence (HABS Mo. RI-167), 1B52-1853, 
and the Edward Pearee House, 2 Benevolent Street, 
Providence (HABS No. RI-201), 1853, that it would not 
seem to pre-date them. Since the house was sold for 
such a large amount of money in 1859, it was probably 
complete in its present enlarged form by then. 

3. Notes on alterations and additions: In 1904, the "brick 
stable which stood northwest of the house was remodeled 
for a fraternity lodge and connected to the house by a 
covered, curving passageway; Clarke and Howe, architects; 
now used as a rehearsal room. The present owners have 
made various alterations to the interior to accommodate 
present usage, particularly in the rear parts of the 
house where the original rooms have been divided into 
small practice rooms. 

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey 
for the Providence Preservation Society 
January 1962 

A, General Statement 

1, Architectural character: This is an example of a large 
frame house, enlarged and altered several times, but 
characteristic of the 1850's in its general exterior 
appearance and detail. 

2. Condition of fabric: Fair. The building appears sound 
and well maintained on the exterior; the interior is 
used heavily and is not maintained attractively. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions: Main block, facing south, about 0! 

(three bays) x 35', three stories plus rear wing, semi- 
circular bay on west side of house, small rehearsal room 
northwest of house connected to the house by enclosed 
curving passageway. 

2. Foundations: Ashlar granite 

3. Wall construction: Clapboards, molded lower edge, 4" 
exposure. Wood quoins. 
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4. Porches:    Snail, one-story entrance porch, Doric 
columns, balustrade.     One-story, wood,  Doric porch curves 
around semicircular bay on west side.    Back porch on west 
side of rear wing. 

5. Chimneys:    Four brick chimneys,  three in outside walls 
of main block,  one in rear wing. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doors and doorways: Paneled main door with molded 
crossetted frame. French doors to the west side 
porch both from the parlor, and the passageway 
to the music room. 

b, Windows: Six over six light double hung windows 
with molded frames; molded sills on blocks; large 
molded cornices, pediment on window over entrance 
porch. 

7. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Hip roof, shingled. 

b. Cornice; Elaborate modillion cornice with 
denticulated bed mold; balustrade on roof deck. 

C. Technical Description of Interior: 

1. Floor plans: Building accommodated for use by Brown 
Music Department. Central hall plan. Double parlors 
(now classroom) at west, northwest one with semicircular 
bay; original dining room (now office) at southeast; 
pantries (now storage) at northeast; kitchen (now divided 
into practice rooms) in rear wing. Four large bedrooms, 
small room over entrance, plus bedrooms in rear wing, 
on both second and third floors, now used as offices 
and practice rooms. Curved enclosed corridor from parlor 
leads northwest to a detached, small concert and rehearsal 
hall, originally a stable. 

2. Stairways; Straight run, open string, open well, two 
turned balusters per step, large square carved newel, 
molded rail, flat sawn step end ornaments. 

3. Flooring: Ivlodern asphalt tile. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster walls. Modern acoustical 
tile on ceilings. Raised paneling and modillion cornice 
in dining room. 
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5. Doors and doorways:    Some original panel doors left,  flat 
sunk panels, heavy moldings.    Molded, mitered architraves, 

6. Trim:    Paneled interior shutters.    Molded plaster ceiling 
cornices. 

7. Hardware:    Mostly modern 

8. Lighting:    Electric 

9. Heating:    Central with radiators.    Dining room fireplace, 
two-story wood mantel,  fluted Corinthian pilasters, 
molded fireplace surround and over-mantel panel, cor- 
nice with broken scrolled pediment.    Two-story wood 
mantel in parlor with Ionic fluted columns, molded 
crossetted fireplace surround  and over mantel.    Marble 
mantels in bedrooms with round-arched openings. 

D.    Site 

Narrow lot, elevated from the street, anall yard on west 
side opening off west porch and corridor to concert room, 
modem parking lot in north rear, driveway on east. 

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect 
National Park Service 
January 1962 


